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Buckhead Branch Library
Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.
Design: 1985-87
Completion: 1989

Photos: Y, Fulagmes

The Buckhead Branch Library is a 22,000-square-
foot neighborhood [acility located in a unigue
nouveau riche sirip of Atlanta. The Buckhead
neighborhood is the foreground of an ethnic shift
where the boutique succeeds the pool hall. The
neighborhood is a rupture, showing signs of a
downtown with growing pains.

The existing “Ida Williams Branch” is a parking
meter. . . past eéxpired . . . unable to communi-
cate with speed and clarity. The function of today’s
public library: a locus for knowledge within a civic
landscape that is bounded by mobile sprawl and
strip shopping.

The particular sile is atop a crest thal commands
a spectacular view of downtown Atlanta: The new
building consumes the large narrow portion of the
site in between the distinet frontages while perch-
ing itsell in full view toward downtown. An array of
canopies intensifies the pedestrian scale relation-
ships along Buckhead Avenue and deposits the
reader at the helm of the spectator city, air-condi-

tioned and detached.

The plan organization is linear; sidewalk, entry
sequence, circulation deck, reference and main
reading room. Additional functions—children's
services, public meeting reom and periodicals—are
located in “saddle bags™ off the main linear circula-
tion path.

Buiiding materials include structural steel frame,

painted metal roofing, slate siding, and cast-in-
place concrete foundation walls.
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Architects; Scogin Elam and Bray Architects,
Inc.—Mack Scogin, Mernll Elam, Lloyd Bray,
principals; Susan Desko, Jefl Atwood, John
Lauer, Ellen Hooker, Patricia Kerlin, Ron
Mitchell, [sabelle Millet, Criss Mills, Carlos
Tardio, Roy Farley, Sean McLendon, project
team

Client: Atlanta-Fulton County Library System,
James Brooks, library planner

Consultants: Browder + LeGuizamon &
Associates, Inc., structural; Jones, Nall & Davis,
Inc., mechanical; Doug Allen, ASLA, landscape:
Ramon Luminance Design, lighting

General contractor: J.M. Wilkerson
Construction Company, Inc.

Cironlation-desk ared —F alb-— g ) 7

Top and abave: crrcalation-desk area
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Reading room




