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Merrill Elam

United States of America

“The search for broader meanings and possibilities is the
phenomenon of architecture that continues to fascinate us.”

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

Merrill Elam received a bachelor of ares

in architecture at the Georgia Institure

of Technology in 1971 and a master’s in
business administration at Georgia State

University in 1983,

In 1954, Elam, together with Mack

Seogin, Ennis Parker, and Llovd Bray,

founded Parker and Scogin Architects

in Atlanta, Georgia. In 1986 the firm was

reconfigured as Scogin Elum and Bray

Architecrs, Ine., and then in 2000

became Mack Scogin Merrill Elam

Architeers, Ine,

Elam’s work has received national and

regional awards and international

recognition. She has served as an
adjudicator for academic and professional
arganizations and has lecoured and taught
at universities throughour the United

States. In 1994, she held the Louis Henri

Sullivan Chair in Architecture ar the

University of linois in Chicago. In the

1991-1992 academic vear, she was the

Harry 5. Shure Professor at the

University of Virginia and the William

Wavne Caudill Visiting Lecturer at Rice

LUiniversity.

Elam is a corporate member of the

American Institute of Architeots (ALA),

a founding member and past president of

the Architecture Society of Atlanta, past

president and member of the Georgin

State Board of Architects, and a pasr

member of the board of directors of Art

Papers.

Selected Awards

South Atlantic Region AlA Honor Award,
2000, 1994, 1992, 1985, 19587, 1979

Georgia ALA Design Award, 1999, 1997

National ALA Honor Award for
Excellence, 19949, 1993, 1992, 1991,
1987

Archircerural Record Houses Award,
1995, 1997 .1991

Architectural Record Interiors Award,
1996

Chrysler Award for Innovation, Chrysler
Ciorporation, 1996

Academvy Award in Architecture,
American Academy of Arts and Letters,
1995

Georgia AA Award for Execellence in
Architecture, 1993,199(0)

Silver Medal for Consistent Pursuit and
Achievement in Architectural Design,
Atlanta Chapter of the AlA, 1989

Honored for Achievement in Architecture
at the celebration of "Women's Waork”
sponsored by Atlanta Women in Film,
19823

Competition Winner, for “A Tower of the
Southern Memories,” Arts Festival of
Atlanta, 1982

Selected Publications

Young, Jason. “Mack and Merrill: The
1999 Charles and Ray Eames Lecture.”
Michigan Architecrure Press, 19949,

Andersen, Kurt. “Clavton County
Headquarters Librarv.” Time,
January 19498,

Giovannini, Joseph. "Maine Frame.”
Archirecture, March 1998,

lovine, Julie. *Return to Innovation in
i House that Dares.” The Nese York
Times, 2 July 1998,

Stein, Karen, “Record [Houses: 64
Wakefield Drive, Atlanta.”
Architectural Record, April 1995,

Welch, John. “Desert Storm.” RIBA
Jowrnal, January 1995,

Elam, Merrill. “John J. Ross-William €.
Blakley Law Librarv.” Arclitecture +
Urbanism, March 1995,

FIRM PROFILE

Mack Scogin Merrill Elam Architeets, Inc
is organized around the complementary
skills of the two principals, Mack Scogin
and Merrill Elam, both of whom participate
in all projects on a daily basis. They have
extensive expericnce in the formation
and leadership of multidisciplined project
teams, and bring the understanding of
large projects and organizations to a
personal practice in architecture

All seaff members are architeets or intern
architeets and collaborate fully on the
work. Projects realized by the firm are
diverse in size, tvpe, and location. In
addition to architecture, services offered
by the firm include graphic design,
exhibit design, and interior design,
planning, and programming.

Prior to founding Mack Scogin Merrill
Elam, the principals worked with a third
principal, Lloyd Bray, as part of Scogin
Elam and Bray Architects, also based in
Atlanta. The three worked together for
more than twenty-five vears, starting
with tenures at Heery and Heery
Architects in Atlanta, a large,
multidiseiplinary arehitectural and
construction management firm. While
exeeuring design and management work
for project tvpes ranging from airports
and hospitals to corporate and industrial
complexes, Elam and Scogin gained
extensive experience in the technigques
of controlling the time, cost, and project
delivery processes for multifaceted,
demanding projects. It is this experience,
combined with an unvielding
commitment to meeting the needs of
clients with inventive architecture, which
most distinguishes the firm's work.
Clients of Mack Scogin Merrill Elam
expect innovative design with 4 mature
approach to the practical constraints of

architeeture. The firm's involvement in

architecture goes bevond mere problem

solving to questions that address

architecture’s larger role in today's

sociery.

Project types range from educarional

institutions, public libraries, and arts

fucilities, to corporate and residential

structures. Current and recent work

includes the Rheingold Residence in

Brookline, Massachusetts; the Knowlon

School of Architecture at Ohio State

University in Columbus, Ohio: Herman

Miller Georgia Operations Consolidation

in Cherokee County, Georgia; and the

Lee B, Philmon Branch Library in

Riverdale, Georgia.

Sclected Clients

Arizona State University Board of
Regents

Atlanta-Fulton Public Library Svstem

The City of Atlanta/CODA

Clayton County Library Board of
Trustees

Corning Enterprises, Ine,

Don and Sylvia Shaw Salon and Spa

Georgia-Pacitic Corporation

Herman-Miller, Ine.

The Ohio State University

Tulane University

Turner Broadeasting Svstem, Inec.

University of California, Berkeley

DESIGN STATEMENT

“The Design Challenge™

Mthough individual design challenges are
bound up in and met during the making
of discrete projects, “the design
challenge,” as a general concept, belongs
to the greater project, which is
archirecture itself. Architecture gquestions
what and why, how, and to what end, burt
in terms that transcend specific projects.
The fact that the answers to quesrions
arising from the most recently completed
construetions are never completely
satisfactory or adequarte attests o the
ever-present, insistent challenge of the
project of architecture,

ILLUSTRATED PROJECTS

John J. Ross-William C. Blakley Law
Librroy, Arisona State University,
Tempe, Arisona, 1993

Carol Coliy Turner Branch Liliary,
Morrow. Georgia, 1991

Nomentana Residence, Lovell, Maine,
1997

Don cened Sylsia Shase Salon and Spa.,
Atlanta, Georgia, 1995

64 Wakefield, Adanca. Georgia, ongoing

Merrill Elam



John J. Ross-William C. Blakley Law Library, Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona: 1 East elevation, showing the dynamic forms of
the new law library, | ed on the fringe of the orthogonally planned campus; 2 An “oasis-like” plaza links the existing law school and the new
library g & law campus within the greater university campus; 3 Interior view of circulation dask and entry area. For and spacs
orga i over and around distinct functions. Exterior and interior work in concert to modulate the intensa Arizona sun, provid

architectural expariences. Pho 1y Hurslzy

Carol Cobb Turner Branch Library, Morrow, Georgia: 1 Detail with ¢

SEM/ESs
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v] Don and Sylvia Shaw Salon Spa, Atlanta, Georgia:

client to be xd from pleasure to pleas

gre s clean and sparkly but guiet an
L of the spa; 2 Detail of stairwell that

ures and per from o are n5. Photo credit: Timothy Hurs
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Nomentana Residence, Lovell,

Maine: 1V

R

i ™ ) i
|;il ERiER]
] i IN
\RRMSRINE P, Ll

| WO e
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0 and gla CES! « 0 m stair, Interior matemals include
panted gypsurm wall board and cementitions. Photo credit; Timoti
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