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room acric that is remarkable in its sculptural qualities and response to the
From the serpentine drive, this guest hideaway comes nto view
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the Vertical slits in the ™ »
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The entry ramp (above
and above right)
passes between
vartical planes of
concreta, translucent
glass, and Cor-ten
steel, Slate paving
continues from the
deck into the bathroom
(right) and throughout
the interior. The bad-
room overiooks the

main house [(below).

and ramp --:'\ll_'_l'.-ul. the house's P"."I:'L':."I'-L'd size, In less skillful hands, the
front of the cast-concrete garage, for example, might have appeared heavy
and bulky, but instead, its top half virtually dematerializes. Here, a wide
band of mullion-free glazing, reflecting nearby foliage, reads as an open
ing—setting the Cor-ten parapet above it visually afloat. On the same

elevation, two cantilevered forms appear equally unfettered by gravity: the

cubelike bedroom, with floor-to-ceiling glazing, and the planar roof over it.
Ambiguity—between permanent and ephemeral, natural and
built, heavy and light, indoors and out—plays an essential role in this struc-
ture, While its materials may be hard and man-made, they meld with the
site, as the steel’s rusty patina mimics moss and lichen on the poplars, and
slats in the parapet, along with the columns, echo the rhythms of the forest,
Merging indoors and out, the entry ramp, leading to living space
over the garage and basic kitchen, rises between a well-grounded wall of
Cor-ten and a shojilike screen of translucent glass. As the route passes nar
rowly between building skins, it accentuates the play of light and shadow,
The arrval point s a 1,000-square-foot deck—an outdoor living room with
sunset views—that doubles the house's occupiable space. Slate pavers con-
tinue inside from the deck, I.||||'|.:rir.|l_'| the entire floor, In the bedroom, the
interior seems to open completely, with floor-to-ceiling glazing—but the
glass is fived, while operable panels in the room's solid walls offer airflow.
For all its apparent ambiguity and paradox, the design is neither

jarring nor contradictory. Strong verticals and horizontals play harmo-

niously against the hills and the ramp’s dynamic diagonal. And though this
well-grounded house may seem suspended in the treetops, it merely holds

that position visually—hovering in an exceptionally fine balance. m
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