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Projeet title: Carol Cobb Turner Branch Library

Client: Clayton County Library System

Program: A branch library

Concept: The Morrow Branch Library, a 10,000 ft* 59,000 volume
community facility, is an institutional loner in a horse pasture
bounded by a strip shopping center, a wet weather draw, a busy
county road, and subdivision houses, sideways-facing and self-
concerned, that refuse to acknowledge the roads existence. The site
is flat, filled with heat, and yellow topped bitter weeds, loblolly pines
and june bug beetles, Its most extraordinary feature is its ceiling of
blue sky and bright clouds brushed by pine needles. The 1 acre site
is consumed by the program of proposed building and parking and
the best view is up. The scheme reflects this, with glass and views high
up and enclosing walls down low, Other influences are more abstraet,
distant connections, such as the headgquarters library, the county
courthouse, the close-by neighborhoods, Rex and Ellenwood, and the
cardinal points of the compass. Along with the property lines, the
lines of influence from these entities give form to the building, The
building plan is, in effect, an asymmetrical, skewed dogtrot with a
dividing breezeway/corridor with rooms off both sides. To the north
of the corridor are the public meeting room, toilets, and
administrative services, Intruding into the corridor is the circulation
desk with visual access to both building entrances, the restroom and
the public meeting room entrances. The childrens collection and the
general collection are to the south. Along the south property line, just
outside of the children’s and general collection is a small garden area.
Also intruding into the corridor and tangent to the circulation desk
i5 a vertical element that marks the center of the site and the
building and signifies the center of a new reality for the branch
library. It is a negative center “support” from which the mushroom-
like ceiling/roof forms emerge and rise toward the perimeter,

Cost: 8760000

Building area: 10,000 f*

Architects: Scagin Elam and Bray Architeeis, Ine. Merrill Elam with
Mack Scogin and Lloyd Bray with Carlos Tardio, Richard Ashworth,
Julie Sanford, Jeff Atwood, Susan Desko, Criss Mills

Collaborators: Interior design: Scogin Elam and Bray Architects,
Inc.; General contractor: Lusk & Associates, Ines Structural engineer:
Pruitt Eberly, Ine.: Mechanical engineer: Sunbelt, An Engi;mtring
Group: Electrical enginecer: Engineering Design Concepts, Ine.;
Lighting consultant: Ramon Luminance Design; Specifications:
Williamson & Associates, Ine.; Civil engineer: Fore-Site Land
Surveyors: Landscape architeet: Doug Allen, ASLA; Costing: Costing
Serviees Group; Model photography: Llovd Bray B
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