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Buckhead Branch Library, Atlanta

cture 12.90

lec

=L
v
=
&

L-c]
=

Meaning From Chaos

e

Scogin Elam & Bray overcome political and economic pressures,

From Buckhead Avenue, the north
facade (1) 15 |'r]:ll_';"."||:". dominated by
the canapry and porte-cochére that
connects the east parking with the
entry and west farking., The west
wall (2) is minimally fenestrated
and has one o the J'.-.'rgr'\.f seclions
of slate shingles, sach individunlly
irstelled fry one man. Dowmboum
Atfania s in the distance. Sun-
shades on the soreth facade (3) cut
solar glare and penetration in the

T f'l’].'{lf.l'.'é;' Fonrrn.

site and budget limitations, and a lack of

real context in an Atlanta branch library.

Buckhead is not Georgetown. Yet in designing
a new branch library for the Atanta-Fulton
County Library System, Atlanta architects Scogin
Elam & Bray were confronted with local objections
that the proposed design was antithetical to the
"Georgetown character” of the area. Once devel-
oped with a small town core, the Buckhead neigh-
borhood has undergone an almost continuous
metamorphosis from an upscale residential char-
acter to a growing commercialfresidential/enter-
tainment sector, [Uis increasingly, as the architecis
characterize it, “a really dynamic situation of open
parking lots, nightclubs, highrise office buildings,
highrise condominiums, churches, boutiques,
Yuppie housing, and multimillion-dollar homes.”

It is this dynamism to which the design is

addressed, along with very strong site influences.

I'he square footage and parking requirements of

the program literally consumed all buildable areas
of the site. At the north end is Buckhead Avenue
with more pedestrian activity, compared with the
downhill south side, which is primarily automo-
bile-oriented. However, the most important asset
of the property is a rare view from its location at
the top of a hill back toward downtown Atlanta. As
Mack Scogin points out, “That played a huge role
in the design, because it is a rare opportunity for a
view —a public view — of the downtown part of the
city. There are lots of private views from tall build-
ings, but rarely can you find a public view." That
prompted the county to back the architects in their
position that it was the public's right to control this
rare site, not that of private developers.

The building’s organization is a fairly simple
lincar one. A public meeting room located near
the entry can be used separatcly, after library
hours. The entry leads o the circulation desk
cone, and from there the progression is directly o
the main reading room, with children's reading
arca, browsing and conference spaces, and work-
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Buckhead Branch Library
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HOATH ELEVATION SCREEN WALL, CANOPY AND PORTE-COCHERE

Curved rolled steel plate forms the

canapy from the east parking area

(4) to the porie-cochére and entry.

The librarian's office forms a

frreminent wedgelike prow at the

wwest end of the cwrved front fa-

cade (3). Comprising steel, corru-

galed transtucent fiberglass, and

taminated glass, the porte cochere,

canafy, and screen wall form a

comflex colluge of pieces that

frrings pedestrian seale to the front

enlry. Steel members are painted

it an automoftoe deefs oy that 1 PORTE-COCHERE
adds a richness, and artfully Ty L,
flaced glass partial infill parnels 3 PUBLIC MECTRG AOOM
5
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Buckhead Branch Library
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Project: Huckhiead Branch Library,
Atlania

Architects: Scogin Elam & Bray,
Alania | Mack Scogin with Merrill
Elam and .I'J'-'-'_'r-l'.lI Bray; Susan Desko,
Sofm Laver, Chriss Mills, Carlos
Tardio, Shaun Evans, Pafricia
Kerlin, Elfen Hooker, Ron Mitchell,
and Leslee Hare, leam)

Client: Fulion County, Atfanta-Ful-
frn County !_a.ﬁrr:l.l'_'.' Satem,; fames
firooks, lilrary planner. Site;
I'-.'\uFI.'.'If.IHr.Il .I.Il.u.'mgﬁ-.fl.f.'l.".i. Ifmrrr.l' I
r.'lu.h’!_'.' Lo seale (Pl changimg) ,n'fg,n’,-.'
urbean area; boundary streels are
Buckhead Avenne and Pharr Road
Program: replacement branch fibrary
o condain reading and brovang
spaces and stacks, a childrens' col-
lection and reading area, staff nj-
Jices, cure wlation area, amd If.l.'n!,n'.':
meeling room,

Sructure: steel bar jorsts and steel
frme an concrele foundalions,
Major materials: <lufe .‘-u"rn;.lt_gllﬁ. rolled
steel Il'.lllam' and sleel frame, transiu-
cetid _,IrJI’J-'nglr.'-:\ sheet, It.lr.lrm'm’ Eypsum
boverdd (xee Hau!:h:.-g Miterials,

p. 116)

Mechanical system: gas heating,
electric cooling, six constant volumse
'|Ji‘JI|‘?.fr'-.‘.l.l?|.|‘ .ln:n:l,"fuj_r R,
Consultants: Browder + LeGuiza-
mant, sirucinral _||f|.l.l|ﬂ Natl ¢ Da-
vis, mechanical; Dowg Allen, land-
seafa; |”IJ'FF:'|' Frogram Managers,
ComSiriclion program managemen,
General contractor: Wilkerion
(Comstruciion

Costs: 81.5 mellion; §90/q fi.
Photos: Thmothy Hursley.

The mam reading and siack area
{6) 15 dommated by full-height
glazing toward the view back to
dowmtown, and frunctuated by
three skylighted slots am the novih-
sonth axis. Diagonal steel framing
members aceomplish lateral strue-
tural bracing. The interior focal
froint s the circulation desk area
(7). howsed uithin the slani-
welled comical space. Al the far
stde of the come (8), a prink acrylic
window af a child’s sitting height
comnects with the childrens’ coflee-
tion avea beyord. A lypical steel
bar joist continues through the
laprered space, which is truncated
by a domed shylight at the top,
heyond the roof plane.

7

(conirnued fram page 60

raoms on cither side of the north-south axis. The
exterior expression of the facility's long dimension
is that of a projection rising up from the pedes-
trian scale of the Buckhead Avenue entry to the
more lofiy reading room volume. Scogin says the

intention was to employ traditional elements of

architectural organization, a port chére and
colonnade leading 1o a definitive front entry, then
to an arrival area, and on to the main functional
element. The porte-cochére canopy construction is
purposely complex and visually active to make the
tront elements sympathetic to pedestrian activity;
the assemblage connects both parking lots and
provides street access in front.

Across the south facade, sun shades act to cut
down sky glare and direct sun in the reading
room, enhancing the downtown view, A major
focus is the truncated, slanted, skylighted cone at
and above the creulation desk, which projects
through the roof, resembling the smokestack on a
large gray ship.

The gray slate was chosen, Scogin says, to deal
with two issucs, the most obvious was how to wrap
a building shaped like the library. The other

divides into two more or less conflicting goals, 1o
signify something that has no apparent rational
organization or directional implications, yet to
represent a permanence usually characterizing a
civic building. Scogin sees the slate as being a very
traditional material used in a “new, dynamic way,”

maoare a4 collection of systems than one uniform
surtface treatment.

Given the wildly disparate elements that com-
prise Buckhead and the streetscapes directly
around the library, a description would be more
apt to include the term “chaos” than "George-
town.” Mack Scogin attributes much of the success
of the library project and the ultimate defeat of the
would-be “design sheriffs” 1o “tremendous sup-
port” from the community as a whole, the library
administration, and the county administration. The
faaility is a skillful and inspired addition to an area
in constant Hux. The fact that some members of the
earlier negative factions have come around to sup-
port the resulting building is gratitying, and appro-
priate. Buckhead now has one of the best buildings
not only in the cdty-county library system, but in the
city as a whole, Jim Murphy n
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Selected Detail
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Details on this page, repre-
senting both the Buckhead Li-
brary and the D. Abbott
Turner Center, are only a mi-
nor indication of the thought
process that goes into the work
of Scogin Elam & Bray. The
Living Room wall section of the
Turner Center, relatively
straightforward and unremark-
able at a glance, embodies the
upward turn of the roof and
the diagonal non-structural an-
gles ar the columns, both en-
riching the expression of the
overall to a great degree.

Probably the first thing a
visitor notices at the Buckhead
Library, the complicated canopy/
porte-cochére/screen wall as-
sembly at the entry required a
large mumber of details for the
understanding of the client, the
builder, and probably the archi-
tects as well. It is a masterful
collage of pieces that pull to-
gether to make a very func-
tional design element and asso-
ciation with pedestrian scale.

The very high level of de-
sign quality in both the Buck-
head library and the Turner
Center and Village 1s hardly
surprising, coming from the
same group of principals that
created the Clayton County,
Georgia, library (PfA, Novem-
ber 1988, p.82), the unbuilt ra-

dio station for Atlanta’s WOXI
(P/A, January 1988, p.99), and
the Atlanta Herman Miller
showroom, not to mention the
downtown branch of the High
Museum in the Georgia Pacific
Building, and the small bridge/
folly for an office building
grouping near the perimeter.
All of these projects involved
clients willing to take the risk of
building unorthodox and bril-
liant designs, 1o one degree or
another. They represent the
further development of a talent
evident in much of the work
the principals had begun while
Mack Scogin was president and
head of design at Heery &
Heery Architects. Their design
for the new Coca Cola head-
quarters in Atlanta, while not
completed entirely as Scogin
intended, is a clear forerunner
of the Buckhead and Emory
projects, a level of skill that
ranks the work among the best
being done anywhere. The
challenge, now that Scogin is
chairman at the Harvard Grad-
uate School of Design, is clearly
to keep the work Howing, a
condition of which he, Merrill
Elam, and Lloyd Bray are quite
aware.
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