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The project is a 4,(K0-square Toot house for a
couple with one child, visiting parents, zolden
retrigvers, and ancestors.

The house is molded by the site and the owners®
attitude toward the site. Technically, it is two and
one half acres of woods, irregularly bounded, roll-
ing, adjacent 1o a science center forest and only
three miles from downtown Atlanta Spiritually,
the site 15 a place to be nurtured and to nurlure, Lo
be approached delicately and with care, to be
altered as litile as possible.

The house occupies the position of a fallen tree
which had caused an opening in the woods, Its con-
tact with the earth is a series of concrete foundation
walls oriented so thal the site continues 1o drain
much as it did before the house was built. The
house is firmly planted in the ground, but rises
above iL

The interior spaces of the house enclose and pro-
tect, and at the same Lime suggest extensions into
the space of the woods, Zones of interior-exterior
influences are formed by the geometrics and the
extension of the geometries. Particular exterior
rones become one with particular interior zones.
The house is narrow but not limited,

For visiting parents, on the second level, there is
a suite with bedrooms, baths, and a separatc
entrance. The main body of the house contains
dining area, living arca and master bedroom on the
first level; childrens rooms and baths on the
second level; and the Goshinden room with the
ancestor altar on the third level. The two parts of
the house are joined at a right angle by a vertical
space adjacent 1o the kitchen bringing the family
together at the “hearth,”

I'he entrance, raised two steps above the entry, is
sheliered by the parents suite. Just inside the door
shoes are swapped lor sandals. The stair to the
Goshinden room is visible from this point but not
accessible. The route of access wurns toward the
woods and crosses back through the living area, the
hospitable center of the house. Overhead, the
Goshinden room protects the living area

The house is a simple wood structure, clad in
stucco and glass,
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Susan’s mother's reactions o fhaving seen the plans fo
the Chmar house,

Sunday 4/ 16/89

She asked “Is this the house of the future?”
Belore I could reply she said “Thas is the house of
the future . , . where the spirit soars and the feet
stay on the ground |, ., . you can have vour cake and
gal it too: you can be on land and space a1 the same
time in the same house | . . the house of the future
has vour mind in space and your feet on the
ground.”

She comtinued *lt ain’t gonna work with
their mind down here. .. the house of the
future . . . people in the fulure wanna have their
feet in civilization—in old traditions and want their
spirits to soar into space . . . all in one area they
want both feelings: they want their leet on the
ground and their spirits up there where other
people can™t mess with it . , . they wanna be isolat-

ed, but, they dont wanna be totally isolat-
ed ., , ., they want (o be isolated, but, when they
want to be with other people, they want it
instantly . . . they want it instantly where they can
step down 2 steps and be there immediately . . . 2
steps down 1o reality,”

I asked her if she understood the drawings and
she said (with tears in her eves) the average person
won't  understand these drawings, but she
could . . . people with vision will understand these
drawings.

Architects: Scogin Elam and Bray Archilects—
Mack Scogin, Merrill Elam, Lloyd Bray

( principals-in-charge), Susan Desko, design team
Chent: Tod and Linda Chmar

Consultants: Pruitt Eberly, Ine., structural
General contracior: Welch Tarkington, Inc,
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