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Child Caring
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show off their costumes for Halloween, a time when scary can be fun.

Facing Halloween fears
is the trick to having fun

By Barbara F. Meltz
GLABE STAFF

he first time G-year-old

Molly Coughlin puts her

monster mask on, it's

just for a second; she's

pretly sure this will be
fun. By the third time, she's Jess
tentative. The transformation of a
delicate little girl into an ugly crea-
ture is complete: She's hamming it
up, clawing the air, and apeaking in
a gruff, monster-ish voice.

Mally is a first grader, one of 12
students at the Charlotte Dunning
Elemémtary Sehool in Framingham
who have gathered on the floor in
the sehool library to talk to a report-
er about Halloween. For first and
second graders, candy is the best
part, Third, fourth, and fifth praders
have a hard time being so definitive.

The candy’s great, they say, but

it's also fun to make your own cos-
tumes and it's awesome to go out at
night with friends. They like spooky
decorations, but they don't like hav-
ing someone jump out at you from
hehind a tree when you aren’t ex-
pecting it; Razi Akhtar, a fourth
grader, says a bloody skeleton hang-
ing from a tree put a damper on
Halloween for him for a season or
two, None of them like what fifth
grader Travis Hugh ealls the bad
things of Halloween, like having
tombstones stolen ofl your front
lawn, or waking up to find vour
trees full of toilet paper or vour ga-
rage covered with eggs.

What's clear from this mixed-
ape discussion is that children of all
ages invest a lot of energy into Hal-
loween, anticipating some of it with
pleasure and excitement but also
steeling themselves for coming face
to face with their fears.

CHILD CARING, Page I

Gardener’s Notebook

Berry bushes provide birds

with a winter perch

By Carol Stocker
GLOBE STAFF

The mockinghird is singing
again. Birds mostly zsing in the
spring to establish nesting territor-
ies, but mockingbirds sing in the
fall, too. The territory
this one is claiming is
the Japanese holly
that grows outside my
kitchen window, In
terms of entertain-
ment valoe, it's the
best shrub ['ve ever
planted,

As the mocking-
bird gorges on hlack
holly berries, it chases
gway any other bird
that shows an inter-
est. Gray with white
stripes on its tail, it is
loaded with attitude,
Mashing its spotted
wings like a fan dane-
er. And it samples
snatches of other
hirds' zongs with a
versatility any cover
band would envy.

Many gardeners
have caught on to the
idea of using plantings to attract
birds. While hungry mammals such
as deer, voles, raccoons, rabbits, and
woodchucks are bad news in gar-
dens, birds are a pood dezal. Some
filch blueberries and raspberries,
buit they add song and choreogra-
phy as they swoop around the yard.

They also eat inzect pests,

It's probably in the colder
months that I most enjoy having a
window on this form of wildlife.
Back-yard bird feeders keep seed
eaters such as finches, chickadees,
titmice, and cardinals around for
cheor on dreary days.
Suet draws woodpeck-
ers and nuthatches:
All birds flock to fresh
water in a birdbath.

But well-chosen
berry bushes provide
needed food for fruit
esters that are not
drawn to feeders
stocked with seeds,
These include the rab-
ins that spend the
winter in inereasing
numbers, cedar wax-
wings and, increasing-
ly, Eastern bluebirds.

Gardeners with
berry-laden bushes in
warmer areas such as
Plymouth County and
Cape Cod also find
themszelves hosting
catbirds and hermit
thrshes.

And berries have
their own rounded shiny beauty,
Like evergreens, they make our
longest season seem less barren.
Deciduous leaves and flowers are
grone, seeds seem dry and desiceat-
ed, rustling ornamental grasses are
ghostly, but berries punctuate the

NOTEBOOK, Page F4

Piantings of berry bushes fike the rugosa rose above can be used to attract
fruit-eating birds like the Eastern bluehird (top) to back yards in winter.
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Modernity's

F‘I.ﬂﬂi BTAFF PHOTOS RILL GREERE

[IEWWAVE

By Robert Campbel!
GLOBE CORRERPONDENT

It begins, like any normal house, with the front door. But
that's where any resemblance to a conventional house ends.
The front door is a pivoting wall, maybe 12 feet high and

Arcl=1iteeture

Sineg the owners don't want their names used, we'll call

fi feet wide, finished in dark steel on the
putside. soft leather on the inside.

them Tke and Mamie. Ike's a plastic surgeon. “I'm a mom, of
which I'm very proud,” says Mamie. Their kids, two boys
and a girl, are 4, 5, and 6, Thiz (all, the family moved into
their new house, which is in a hilly, wooded section of Brook-
line. “Visitors ean't tell the door is the door,” admits Mamie.
This writer can confirm that statement. I arrived at the
house and elimbed a short stoop that looked as if it must lead
to the entrance. 1 actually touched the door; without realiz-
ing it was a door, before I turned back, in bafflement, to
arrve eventually at a back door that looked more like a door.

Some houses are wonderful because they evoke our
ARCHITECTURE, Page I3

Brookline house
challenges classic

notions of home
and hearth

The front entrance [top] is a piveting wall.
Plain plaster walls in the master bedroom (above)
are played off against elegant details.



e =

Outdoors, the horizontal stripes of the iron-spot brick unify the house's loose shapes.

B ARCHITECTURE
Continued from Page F'1

deepest memories of home and
hearth. Others are wonderful be-
cause they challenge thoze memories
and invent something different. This
house is the seeond kind. When
vou're in it, you're intensely aware of
your swrroundings hecause every-
thing is a little strange.

A house of contrasts

A long, thin atriom splits the
house down the middle like a bolt of
lightning. 1t rises to a skylight that
floods the interior with sunshine.
The atrium organizes evervthing;
the rooms line it on two (loors
Kitehen, dining, family, and living
rooms are downstairs, Bedrooms,
and offices for ke and Mamie, are
upstairs, All the walls are plain un-
painted plaster. The main stair looks
like something you'd find in a fae-
tory. It's framed in crudely formed
black concrete, and the steps and
railings are raw steel with exposed
welds. Like the unpainted plaster,
the stair has a feeling of in-vour-face
authenticity and materiality — espe-
cially when contrasted with other de-
tails, such as the mahogany win-
dows, which are elegantly finished,

What were lke and Mamie seck-
ing?

“We knew we wanted to build a
very contemporary house.” says Ma-
mie, "not a traditional New England
kind of house. 1 like modern art.
We'd been living in Cape Cod where
there are 4 lot of rules about colors
and materials. [ wanted this to be
light and airy, not dark and closed,

‘More than a box. I tend to like

things that are unusual, the more
unusual the better. This house
doean’t have anything off the shelf.
But we weren't trying to wow the
neighbors or make a statement.”
Outdoors, the house looks like a
loose pile of shapes, maybe blocks
left by a giant child after play. Walls
are a collage: white stuceo, redwood,

"ead-coated popper, dark-gray brick,

The brick is an iron-spot type from
Minnesota, shaped to create horizon-
tal stripes that resemble industrial

et st T

air-intake grilles: another wake-up-
and-notice kind of material,

It's alway=z fun to lesen how peo-
ple find their architects. In this ease,
the husband of the daughter of a
family {riend waz a student at Har-
vard and suggested Mae Scogin, who
for five years chaired the depart-
ment of architecture there. The and
Mamie interviewed others but soon
gettled on Mae. “He listened, he
heard,” Mamie says. “He showed us
houses he'd done, one in Georgia,
one in Maine. We were worried that
his being in Atlanta might be a prob-
lem. But while

sion-making. The kids were involved
in ehoosing colors and all that kind of
stuff. It's a long-range project, about
how the house will work for them
for, like, forever. They may leave but
then again they may come back, and
then again they may not leave.
There was very open discussion
about that.”

Scogin talks about the physical
form of the house. “The construe-
tion, like the interior, is a4 combina-
tion of formal and informal, familiar
and unfamiliar, played off against
each other. Every cabdriver, and
there have been

the house was
heing de-
gipned, he flow
up every few
weeks with a
model of it,
maybe 3 feet
by 4 [eet,
stuffed it into
the airplane
somehow, The
model  kept
evolving until
we were all
satisfied.” Sco-
gin works with
his wife, Merrill Elam, in the Atlanta
firm of Seogin Elam and Bray, but
this house was primarily Seogin's
work.

Like any good architect, Seogin
worked in close collaboration with
the owners,

“The house is all about the do-
mestic polities of that particular fam-
ily unit,” Scogin says. “This is his
second family, her first. They've ob-
viously made a conscious decision to
have these children and to have
three children. They're totally and
completely dedicated to these kids.
It'= unusual for kids to have rooms
like that, cach with their own bath-
rooms and their own special furni-
ture. We're now making models for
bronze castings for doorpulls for the
huge door. They start down low and
go up high to acecommodate the kids
as they grow. The bottom line of
family politics is about ereating this
kind of equivalent democratic deci-

“The eonstruetion,
like the interior, is
a combination of
formal and
informal, familiar
and unfamiliar,
played off against
each other.
MAC SCOGIN, anchitect

by now a hundred
of them, the [first
thing they say is,
‘Is thal a houze?" |
say, ‘Well, of
course it's a
house," ‘But there
are no windows.
I've actually taken
some of them in
the house. They
can't believe it's
abzolutely filled
with light, more
windows than
they've ever seen
before.”

Like other architects, Scogin
isn't above recyeling old ideas. “We
actually designed that briek 10 or 12
years ago [or a radio station that was
never built. We've always been look-
ing for a place to uze it. We observed
up there in Boston people did a lot of
erazy things with hrick, the greatest
brick details I've ever seen, from
knobby things to pattern briek to*all
colors. It's just a brick city, and it
seemed Lo be in the tradition of the
place to do brick. Our brick changes
all the time; oneé moment it looks
heavy and dark, then when the sun
hits, it's silver and bright."

Ike and Mamie were worried
that on less than an acre in Brook-
line, they'd feel closed in. They cred-
it both Mae and the landscape archi-
tect, Michael Van Valkenburgh, with
solving that problem.

“My husband used to ask,
Where's the view? " recalls Mamio,
“Now, from almost every room,

GLOBE STAFF PHOTGS / BILL GREEME
Modern art eomplements eontemporary furniture
in the light and airy living room.

f@[hjnking notions of home and hearth

there's a perfeetly framed view. In
the master bedroom, it's like being
in a treehouse.” Van Valkenburgh
created a gentle landscape of Jupa-
nese larches and evergreens (pine
and eryptomeria), plus three gingko
trees in a row, one for each of the

children, There are umbrella pines |

brought from the former house on
Cape Cod, perhaps in unconscious
imitation of the custom, now forgot-
ten, of dedicating a new house by
bringing hot coals from the old, to
start the first fire.

High-tech systems

Here and there, maintenance
miy be g problem. How do you keep
walls elean when they're white all
the way to the floor, without base-
boards? You can't do it by repainting
them, because they're nol painted in
the first place. In other ways,
though, thizs iz a low-maintenance
house. Heating iz radiant, with the
eoils buried in the concrete floors,
Outdoor walks and driveway are
heated, too, with a sensor that turns
them on when the thermometer
ilrops below 40. There's a lot of other
high-tech stuff, including an enor-
maous water filtration system. Mate-
rials are simple but good: mahogany
windows and woodwork, cherry
floors, The well-organized kitchen
1 love to eook,” says Mamie) boasts
countertops of a rare granite, with
purple splashes that seem to glow.
All the furniture is brand new, much
of it crafted by B& B Italica and
purchaszed through Montage in the
Boston Design Center.

IT there's a downside to Tke and
Mamie’s wonderful house, it's per-
haps that it feels just a little too self-
sufficient. Every human need seems
to be taken care of inside its “walls
and gardens, as if its ambition were
to be a one-house Utopian communi-
ty. Nothing about it reaches out to
interact with its neighbors; indeed, it
withdraws from the street behind its
brick walls. And there's a huge TV
sereen in practically every room.

But in a world where most of us
are too scared to want anything ex-
cept what hucksters tell us we're
supposed to want, it's satisfying to
discover a house with this kind of
rugged individualism,

Visit our New Location in NORWOOD

674 Washington Street " The old Klines Dept. Store”
(781) 278-9923
* Bookcases * Entertainment Centers + Dressers + Cabinets

* Desks * Dining Tables * Coffee Tables » Chairs + Armoires
* Hutches * CD, Audio & Videotape Racks

Woodstuff

Made o arder unfinished and finished, shelving, cupboards ar wharever

349 ’Txﬂ..“]r Street, Waltham  721-126 Concord Streat (Rte. 126)
781) 647-3688 ammiarn Framiaghie Heesosty Wochmortiel
woodstuftcom (508) 875-2191
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+, Discover the secret of Harmony Kingdom
%, Saturday, Oct. 31* from 11-3pm

Exclusive event piece

“Fumphin Fest”

available to purchase

WARD’S GIFTS

10 Wall St., Burlington, MA. 018032
(781) 229-0068

Hair cuts for Rids

f

Visit our NEW location in Pesbody!
Our etylists LOVE kide! » Special pareat chairs! = Intorsctive computes qumes|
Trada your bulr In foe o prize of the Magic Baxl » Complete ling of hair care |« Halreats - $11.95

Framéngham 508-370-0006. Ove Worcesier Road, Shoppers Wodd = Berfington 781-221-9530, 101 Middlesay Tumnpios
Posbody 576-532- 1800, Peabody Placa, Ris 114

Rt NIt com

Now OPEN.
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Home For The Holidays

Welcome home the sofa of your dreams this holiday,
custom-made the way you want it.
Choose from 4,000 fabrics and leathers, And 500 designs.

Delivered in time for the holidays.
Orders must be made by Menday, November 23nd for holiday defivery.

b Circle Furniture
L Bap: fOF REAL LiFE |

® Choice Seating

1001 Masz. Ave, Combridge &17.492.26456
425 Graal Rd (Rte 2A). Acton 978.263.7268
2100 Washington 5t Hanover 781.878.0686
337 Boston Post Rd. Sudbury 978.443.5709
199 Alewife Brook Parkway, Cambridge &617.6876.3988
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. The Boston Globes
SUNDAY'S MOVIE SECTION *

For home delivery, call toll-free
1-883-MY-GLOBE
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Announcing
The Grand Opening Of
New Englands Most Unique
Lighting Showroom.

Join the grand opening celebration at
the incredible new Wolfers Lighting in Allston,
now through November 5th.
Experiment with interactive lighting environments.
Talk to experienced Lighting Consultants.
Enter the spectacular prize drawing.
\Wolfers Lighting. Come in and hatch

a few ideas of your own. f

Purchase any single iterm over $500 and
receive a 550 Legal Sea Foods Gift Certificate

® 1" Prize:$2,000
® 2™ Prize: $1,500
® 3" Prize:$500

Lighting Gift
Certificates
Valued at:

LIGHTING

The Finer Things In Light

Otfers and prize drawing entry lorms available sl both Wellers locations:
Allston = 103 North Beacon Street - 617-254-0700
Waltham - 1339 Maln Street - Off Route 128 - 781-672-4200
Hours: M,T.F: Bam-6pm - W, Th: Bam-8:30pm - Sal: 9am-5pm - Sun: Noon-5pm

e iman, One caruficaln par inmity, Prize drawing
waill be held 1179780 Prizes have no cash valus. See sloce lor mone gotaile.

A STANDARD ELECTRIC COMPANY



