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Moving earth, sliding mud, roaring fires...desert
brittleness...a long suppressed green deficit...all
partial motivations for a coast to coast relocation
from Venice Beach, California to Horseshoe
Pond in Lovell, Maine.

A modest site, 2.8 acres, yields an intimate
view across the pond to Lord’s Hill, the eastern-
most boundary of the White Mountains National
Forest. The hill. an inclined plane approaching
the vertical, comforts with summer-spring green-
ery: dazzles with fall colors; shimmers and glis- 3
tens in winter snow and ice. Nature...spectacular
in every way that Maine conjures up.

The house perches at the brink of the down-
ward slope to the pond. Breathing in the site,
transfiguring the site through a series of internal
spatial events...framing, focusing. enclosing, ex-
tending, dismissing, celebrating....

Like Maine houses before it, the house is a re-
sult of form added on to form. spaces adjoining
defensively...or closely clustering...resisting
long, harsh, Maine winters and giving the im- | /
pression of small “house-towns.” Always look- i - —_—
ing back on itself, the rooms of the house are ;
never alone...rooms always in visual and spatial ~ Sire ‘
communication. Rural and remote but not in iso-
lation.

The house realizes both a return to the forest
and a return to the studio for an artist too long =
removed from both.

Programmatic elements include a painting stu-
dio: a drawing studio; dog room and runs: living,
dining and sitting rooms; library accommoda-
tions; kitchen; master suite: guest suite: and a
two vehicle garage.

Materials include wood and steel frame; ce-
mentitious fiber board and pre-weathered zinc
cladding; concrete floors; wood and aluminum
window and glazing systems.

Upper level .

Architects: Scogin Elam and Bray Architects,
Inc. —Mack Scogin and Merrill Elam with
Lloyd Bray: with Denise Dumais. Martha Hen-
derson Bennett, Jeff Atwood, Tim Harrison, Ned
Frazer, Elizabeth Pidcock. Kathy Wright,

Dustin Lindblad

Client: Margaret Nomentana

Consultants: Uzun and Case Engineers, struc-
tural; Margaret Nomentana, Asid, interiors;
Ramon Luminance Design, lighting

Landscape architects: Michael van Valkenburgh
Associates, Inc.—Michael van Valkenburgh,
principal-in-charge; Matthew Urbanski. project
designer

General contractor: Conforte Builders—Mark
Conforte Lower level

View from northwest [>
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Novth elevarion i

Souith elevation

West elevation

Deck on second floor
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Section A-A"'

Section B-B' Section F-F'

Seetion C-C" Section G-G

Section H-H'

Section D-D"'

Section 1-1'

Section E-E'

Section J—J' Living room |>
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Master bedroom T — : -
i Jining room Kitchen <7

Bathroom Bathroom







