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Architecture ‘ Architecture

64 Wakefield

| been wrap-

ping buildings in Tokvo. But

the association might pop o

mind upon seeing Japanese architect
Shigeru Ban's Curtain Wall House for

hom

ure Darir

are completely exposed o the
strect—an  almost unimaginable
breach of decorum in a country that
is known for its culture of modesty,

Of course, peckaboo architecture

e peep show

“This s right in the cener of wwn,
The: Family is basically living publicly.”

In a new exhibit called The Un-
Private House, which runs July 1 to Oc-

Al

live. (For starters, 42% of the “families”
in America consist of married couples
without children at home; another
3% of all Americans live alone, )

The decline of the nuclear family,
the blurring of home and work spaces
and the implications of digital technol-
oy, among the most significant signs
of our tmes, can't help but affeet the
way architects think about domestic
space. The ascending domestic archi-
tectural form is the lofti—not necessar-
ily renovated industrial spaces, but
houses with open plans that afford flex-
ihility. The conventional assumption

room partitions, They 1 eated architec-

ral “situations” rather than actoal

separations. And Archi-Tectonics's
Millbrook, New York, residence, a

house planned w accommodate a cou-

ple who work from home, boasts a spi.
raHike passage through various living
aned working spaces. “We've gotten nd
of doors so that as the couple moves

about the house, they can pass through

rooms without really disturbing each
other,” explains Archi-Tectonics princ-
pal Winka Dubbeldam.

“It used 1w be that a sense of well-
being was very much related to privacy,”
notes Riley, “but people wday don't feel
that their wellbeing is intimately related
to this impenetrable perimeter. Some-
times a sense of comfort comes from
knowing that there's somebody out
there, that there's something going on.”

I'he constant presence of media in-
formanon has imcreased the ]Jq:ullr_".thll-
ity of the contemporary home, at umes
1o a degree that many find uncomfort-

TTAARMIGON

OTRAITHY HURELEY; DFRESTON S00TT COHENR, HEW!

tober 15, Riley presents 26 examples that gathering areas like living rooms, able. When Frank Lupo and Daniel

T::ﬂf::j;z the first time. A twostory residence  is not the newest thing on the block,  of contemporary architecture that dining rooms and kitchens should be Rt_mlﬂ.i created a .\'I:'.mhj-tll'jlli I rll.li.tl' a

in Tokyo by that strikes an unusual pose in B .B:m's Takvo .nddj[_‘,- e:"-..imr.d.f- {.:n num an\'{.‘_l'lli.:)l‘iﬂ! .tlm‘nusuq[}- on ils SRy located on ground floors and bed- W _.1.1 h.,ﬂ.,“mph.lrm.‘ '”L]'fldv_d ,M(i"._
Shigeru Ban Tokyo's dense cityscape, Ban's cre-  previous modernist experiments in head, *It's just beginning to dawn on includes TOOMS and bathrooms relegated 1o up- tralized home trading floor that's visi- s
{above) ation features an outer skin of clear  wansparent living, “This is nota glass  people that the "Oezie and Harmet homes that PET floors is being challenged in houses |‘rh‘.ihl'm|!_;]|n|.:|l the :Tir.u e, - :l)'
plays peeka- 8lass panels and gigantic fabric cur-  house like Philip Johnson’s on 40 traditional house was invented for are bullt or With little, if ne, wansition between “There’s this fear in 1:l.1H'=1:|lll,i'|]Hil. ..;u]- 2
boo: jis tins that, when drawn, cocoon the  acres of land in Connecticut,” points  people who had a specific kined of 2 in progress, public and private realms. ture of working all the time, -‘""‘.'.“ Riley., g
giant drape building from the owside world. out Terence Riley, chief curator of program,” says Riley—a program of 'E othersthat  Architects Mack Scogin and Merrill “But one of the promises u.ul loft .l'mnj: :.;
is outside Once the megadrapes are pulled  the Museum of Modern Art's depart-  behavior and lifestyle that, largely, no E are wishful Elam radically aliered their own Atlanta s Bacoah has always been the romantic, preindus- g
the glass. back, however, two sides of the house  ment of architecture and design.  longer expreses how most people = i thinking. bungalow (above) by doing away with = 5 trial noton of an mtegrated life.” mh i
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