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Scogin Elam and Bray 1990

House Chmar, Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.

[he project is a 4,000-square-foot house for a
couple with one child, visiting parents, golden
retrievers, and ancestors.

The house is molded by the site and the own-
ers’ attitude toward the site. Technically, it is
two and one half acres of woods, irregularly
bounded, rolling, adjacent to a science cenler
forest and only three miles from downtown At-
lanta. Spiritually, the site is a place to be mur-
tured and 1o nurture, to be approached delicately
and with care, to be altered as little as possible.

The house occupies the position of a fallen
tree which had caused an opening in the woods.
Its contact with the earth is a senies of concrete
foundation walls oriented so that the site contin-
ues 1o drain much as 1t did before the house was
built. The house is firmly planted in the ground,
but rises above it.

Ihe interior spaces of the house enclose and
protect, and at the same time suggest extensions
into the space of the woods. Zones of interior-
exterior influences are formed by the geometnics
and the extension of the geometries. Particular
exterior zones become one with particular inte-
rior zones, The house is narrow but not limited.

For visiting parents, on the second level, there
15 a suite with bedrooms, baths, and a separate
entrance. The main body of the house contains
dining area, living area and master bedroom on
the first level; children's rooms and baths on the
second level; and the Goshinden room with the
ancestor altar on the third level. The two parts
of the house are joined at a right angle by a ver-
tical space adjacent to the kitchen bringing the
family together at the “hearth™,

The entrance, raised two steps above the
entry, is sheltered by the parents suite. Just in-
side the door shoes are swapped for sandals
The stair to the Goshinden room is visible from
this point but not accessible. The route of access
turns toward the woods and crosses back
through the living area. the hospitable center of
the house. Overhead, the Goshinden room pro-
tects the living area,

The house is a simple wood structure, clad in
stucco and glass.
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