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e house is '!"I.‘I'.'I".l."-l at the brink of the downward
slope to the pond. It sits on "constructed earth,” a bunlt
datum that extends westward to the pond. Embracing
its surroundings, the house wansfigures the site through
Series ol l‘\lL'rll.ll:“\. E'\il"'l".'\'\L"'.l mternal '\P.l'.l.ll CYVENs
that frame, focus, enclose, opan up, extend. « OIMPress,
and celebrate. The house loosely refers to and reinter

prees the Maine tradition of “big house, little house,

back house barn.” 1ts design is a result of torm added on

to form, spaces closely clustering, resisting the long,
harsh Maine winters and giving the impression of small
“house-towns, The rooms af the house are never
alone, Thev are .1|1.‘..|j-.'w i viswal and spatial communica
tion with cach other. Because of this, and even though

the house s rural and remote, it never feels solated.

e distribution of the rooms. each with its own orien
tation and unique relationship to the site, works to
make each teel much Larger than w actually 15 and s
architectural personality is directly related to its position

on the site.

In the end however, the house 15 all about the client,
According ro the architect, it could not have been built

for anyone else, Many aspects of the house are highly
emblematic of the client and her interests. The entry
spaces, a vertical library with a glass impluvium ae its
center, speaks ar once to the client’s love of the out-
doors and her voracious appetite for books and reading
Both the client’s drawing and painting studios are
important architectural elements in the three-dimen-
sional configuration of the house. A mysterious little
room, too small for human occupation, belongs to her
dogs, who come and go and oceupy enclosed and pro-

tected open space at their will and F"'ll.'.'l‘\.l,ll'l..,'

Construction

Construction of the house was phased so thar the con
crete foundations could be completed before freezing
temperatures arrived. Onee the foundations were in
place, work on the steel superstructure and wood fram-
ing and sheathing progressed throughout the winter
months. The client’s initial unpulse was for a cast-in
place conerere house. However, the logistics of building
1 concrete house 1in the remote Maine woods P|'|1l.._-1| to
be prohibicively comphlicated and expensive. As a resule,
the house s sheathed i cementitious fiberboard, The
physical characteristics of the board, such as 1ts jomnt
patterns and tendency to A THYS .|||\1 \.'r.il.L 11 certim
ways and along certain lines, munmic cast concrete,
Exterior cladding of the painting studio and front door
assembly s preweathered zine. Windows are double
panes m ]um[n] ‘;|5.|||Ial! cedar frames Operable win
dows and exterior shding doors are clear insulating
glazing in painted aluminum frames. Interior finishes
mclude drywall, concrete loors, and ceramic tile on
selected bathroom walls. The kitchen cabinets are cus
tom-made of stainless steel. The house s naturally ven-
tilated in the summer and heated o the winter by an
in-floor radiane svstenm.
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64 Wakefield /999
SCOGIN ELAM AND BRAY
ARCHITECTS, INC.

Owners: Mack Scogin and Merall Elam

Architect; Scomn Elam and Bray Architects, In

Atlanta, Georgia

Design Team: Memll Elam, Mack Scogin

Engineer: Chris DeBlois, PE, Palmer Engineenng {structural)
Consultantz: Edward L. Daugherry (landscape archicect),
Raymon Noya, Ramon Luminance Design (hghting)
Geeneral Contractor: Wes Stone, John Wesley Hammer
Construction Company

Phetography: Tunothy Hursley

Location: Atlanta, Georgia

Program: Reconstruction after hurticane damage of living
rooms, dining room, master suite, and kitchen: repair of stu
dio and guest house, addition of lap pool, library bridge, and
connecong “tunnel”

Square Foofage: 3600

Structural System: Wood frame and poured-in-place
concrete foundation

Mechanical System: Forced air heating and cooling

Major Exterior Materials: Stucco, glass, concrete, steel
Major Interior Materials: Panted drywall, cemenurious
fiberboard flooring,
Furnishings and Storage: Dowlyn Llovd of Custom
Woodwork, Inc.

Doors and Harvdware: Amarlice

Windows: nxie Glasshoppers, Inc.

Appliances and Equipment: Dacor (oven, cooking top), Asko
{dishwasher), GE 'Il.'.'iif'.i'l.illHl, .'I.Illl.i. Blue Pools, Inc. :.P'-«.Iill
euipiment)

Cost: Withheld at owners” request

narble, steel, concrete

Site

The house is located in ndeown Atdanta, With automo-
bile access to and from Peachtree Street only, the entire
neichborhood is located on a cul-de-sac with no
through traffic, a characreristic thar has been attractive
to families with children since the neighborhood’s
inception as a planned subdivision in the 1920s. The sitc
at 64 Wakefield 15 small, 70 x 130 feer, with a shared
driveway on the west property line. The long dimension
15 on the north-south axis. The limited arca of the sice 15
enhanced by “borrowed views™ of an adjacent park and
a mature preserve. Zomng codes require a 28-foot set-
back from the sidewalk and preclude building in the
center portion of the site. Eave lines are restricted to 20

[eet in height.

Design

The project was one of renovation and new construc
tion. In the fall of 1995, Opal, a dislocated Florida
hurricane, ripped through Atlanta, leveling trees and
wreaking havoc. A 6-foot-caliper water oak crushed the
main house, leaving intact only foundanons and a few

walls on the north and west edges.
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Although covering the entire site south to north, the
toppled tree did not badly damage the independent
structures of the studio and the guest room located
along the north edge of the property. Only minor
repairs were necessary, but the construction process of
rebuilding the main portion of the house prompted a
program shift. The guest room and studio were joined
to form a guest suite and a bridge/library was added
connecting the guest suite to the main house.

Although the main house was all but destroyed, the
foundatons were found to be sound. Describing the
legal lints of construction on the site, the foundations
were used a a template. The architectural puzzle was the
question of where to locate a lap pool. Dreams of exer-
cise and relaxation; recollections of the design of the
Josephine Baker house by Adolf Loos; visions of the
Italian rationahists” health clinics—all fueled the desire
for the pool. Logic and legal restrictions sent the pool
to the second floor. The 50-foot width of the site
offered the adequate length necessary for the pool.
Spanning the spaces of the first floor, the pool gathers in
the south light. Sheltered from the street by translucent
glass panels but open to the sky and air, the roof deck
and pool challenge the notion of public/private spaces.

Aside from the necessity of a kitchen and bathrooms,
the lap pool is the only defimtive programmatic ele
ment. All other spaces assume a neutral posinon with
regard to specificity of function. Even the space cur-
rently used as a master bedroom could just as well be a
living space. Dining occurs in the place that’s most
desirable at that moment.

Construction

For the lap pool, new concrete foundations were
poured. Spanning 50 feet, the pool 15 built of reinforced
cast-in-place concrete, and 15, in effect, a large U-shaped
beam. While supporting itself, the pool also carries the
wood joists for the second-level floor framing and the
steel beam supporting the wood members of the roof
framing. The pool is an integral part of the house’s
structure. The pools liner is vinyl,

The enclosing walls of the house are wood frame with a
stucco outer skin and painted drywall interior skin.
Flooring materials include cementtious fiberboard,
concrete, carpet, and treated wood decking. Glazing is
single-pane clear, textured, or manslucent glass. Metal
fascias are lead-coated copper and downspours are
copper.

The library/bridge spanning the house and the guest
pavilion forms a carport below: It has a structural steel
frame, steel-plate floors, and textured glass enclosing
walls. The tunnel connecting the two-pavilion guest
suite 1s rusted structural and plate steel.
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Second floor plan

Firat floor plan

ENTRY

LIVING ROOM
DINING ROOM
KITCHEM
BATHROOM
DRESSING ROCM
DECK

GUEST PAVILION
POOL

10. MASTER BEDROOKMLIVING
11. MASTER BATHROOM
12, LIBRARY/BRIDGE

13. PATIO
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Section looking east

North elevation

Street elevation

Tor: Living/dining reon
sotrom: Living /dining room
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