Early in the morning of July 28, 1983, two men smashed a window of the Southern Poverty
Law Center's office in downtown Montgomery. Alabama. and while one stood on the lookout.
the other crawled in., doused the offices with gasoline, and set the place on fire...
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1 colorful locale to create a fresh ant
particularity of other student housing g

at the Massachusetts Institute of Tec

at Yale served as inspirations, not for their spec

but for their attitude toward accommaodating the fragile and « ollege dormitory

and context in an open-minded, responsive manner

One of the early design issues that demanded this kind of careful response involved a sarious
conflict between town and gown over the site for the dormitory, a narrow par
west face backing up to the historic Audubon Boulevard neighborhood. At first, homeowners

could not imagine any circumstance under which student housing could reside comfort

across their hack fences. But by creating a long, thin building on the western edge of the site,
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with its quiet face to the neighborhood and its lively face to the campus, the architects

established a boundary condition that satisfied both university and neighborhood interests
Dubbed the "ranges” after the second tier of buildings off the lawn at the University of
Virginia, this oddly configured combination of private flats and two-story lofts with exterior
access demonstrates how constraints have generated an appealing idiosyncrasy throughout
the project
Indeed, a circumstantial quirkiness seemed to the architects to be very much in the spirit
of New Orleans, which Scogin describes as being all about mystery. Though clear enough
in plan, the dormitory’s ensembla of buildings—the “ranges,” plus three larger, donut-shaped
“houses"—generates an enigmatic series of in-between courts, gardens. patios, and terraces
that provoke the kind of surprise and discovery for which the Crescent City is famous. Each of
the three buildings strung along the east side of the site centers on a tall, top-lit garden lushly
planted with palms and aspidistra to resemble the “secret” courts of the French Quarter.
The soft Louisiana St. Joe brick, tall windaws with interior wood shutte

5, genercus balconies,
and careful metalwork details also root the complex firmly in its locale
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Second-floor plan
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The four bulldings that comprise Mack Scogin
and Merrill Elam’s Willow Street dormitory at
Tulane (facing page and preceding pages) are
sited in such a way as to create a series of
interstitial gardens for the 330 students they
house. While there are few windows along the
building's perimeter (o minimize the impact
on the residential neighborhood just beyond),
these facades are hy no means monolithic:
Detailed brickwork (above right) and articulated
corners (above left) add a level of refinement
to a bullding type not known for it.
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Details like apen stairways, internal wooden
shutters, and metal railings (both pages) evoke
some of New Orlean’s most famous traditional = s

architecture, that of the French Quarter. Most
of the dormitory’s windows and lounges face
in toward the courtyards.
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The damestic scale of the “ranges,” the long,
thin buildings that act as a buffer hetween

an adjacent neighbarhood and the larger dorm
buildings, carries through to the interior, where
there are duplex units with spiral staircases

and a camman room (above left and right). While
the ranges are reserved for honors students,

the gardens {facing page) are open to all, hidden

away though they may seem
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WILLOW STREET STUDENT HOUSING, NEW ORLEANS

CLIENT: Tulane University, New Orle Anthany Laring {seniot vice president, Finance and Operations)
ARCHITECT: Mack Scogin Merrill Elam &rchitects (formarly Scogin Ela Bra

Mack Scoain. Merrill | ‘

ath Marris, Dustin Lindblad, Juan Du, De i 3, 11 laeri ity Wright, v
{project team) ASSOCIATE ARCHITECT: Wayne Trover Architects, New Orleans—Wayvne Trover
ENGINEER: Kulkarnl Consultanis {structural); Moses Enginears (mechanicallalectr W
LeMigux Cansultanis {civil) CONSULTANTS: MPC Associates (construction management):
man L ince Design (lighting); GENERAL CONTRACTOR: Gootes Construction COST: 5120
PHOTDGRAPHER: Timothy Hur

[he life that occurs here has the distinctive flavar and feel of N«

sunbathe and read on the grassy lawns in front of the ranges and ba

courts between the buildings. Brian Jones, who operated the dorm

they really enjoy a Th-degrea January day.’

ally enthusiastic about the way the dormitory's design accomplishes the client's
goals in terms of facil r.=|'_||::_: asense of commumnity nside the build nis T he three primary

commodate about 100 students each and are currantly programmed to house

ary living/learning units, Each floor of 25-30 students has a kitchen, lounge, laundry

and terrace clusterad together to encourage casual encounters at a more intimate
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Mack Scogin and Merrill Efam, along with farmer partner Lloyd Bray and loca

Wayne Troyer, have created a remarkably livable and endearing little jawel out of a building t

s generally characterized by crudeness and over-systamization. By superimposing a

1Pl abulary of brick and stucco walls punctuated by taut glass onto an idios
olumeas, they achieve strong visual Interest w th an ecor m
that has a rich tradition of taking a salid melod; 19 wi

generate richness and complexity, The design process has resulted in afresh and s

airchiteciural expression that makes magic out of the constraints of its ¢ PO an
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