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NOMENTANA RESIDENCE, LOVELL, MAINE

While the Modermist picture window. frames the landscape and keeps the outside at bay,
the windows in the Nomenlana Residence by architects Scogin Elam & Bray play a very
different role. The client, a painter and interior designer, wantad to be close 1o nature, but
lwving alone and having experienced another sorl of nature in earthquake-prone Los
Angeles) she wanted her new house 1o act as a kind of cloak, with windows that allowed
her to look across into different parts of the house, as well as out to the spectacular views,

The unusual pinwhesl-shaped plan of the Nomentana Residenca is a development of
the idea that the housa has a motion of its own. “The house is aboul a forced movemeant
that becomes a companion you constantly have to deal with as you move through it,"” says
Scogin. The various rooms are expressed as a series of small, differentiated volumes yet
there seems to be no hierarchy to the plan. The guest bedroom for example is bigger than
(he main bedroom, and while all rooms have views there

is no one place whera the view i1s considered belter. Yel

moving through the house offers a range of different Frst-floor plan

experiences, from the hallways with their generous
window walls: reinforcing the idea that nature is
everywhere, to a glazed two-storey Simpluvium® in the
centra of the house that draws in views of tha sky.

The decision to lift most of the house on wood and
steel columns so it mingles with the trees is an obvious
way of bringing nature closer; more unusual is the jutting
angular porch on the south fagade which has a large
opening punched through its thickness. “That gesture is
another way of wrapping the house around nature,” says
Scogin. “The hole lets snow and rain and hight come
through the house, Mature comes in and falls out.”

The Nomentana Residence is a result of form added

far left A window s punched

EA e e e
o e Comeni-00and Dan

onto form, spaces adjoining defensivaly or clustaring

I < i 5 1f [na Sang-room lerace.
around each other to resist the long Maine winters.

[he ferrace, whase

Helped by the positioning of the windows the rooms autra

Y STRD ang

{ 4 LX) TS
always seam to be in visual and spatial communication,

(e hoosa, has

reaching out to nature without trying to contain it. views onlo @ nearby lake

63



64

FRAMED LANDSCAPES

above Hookshehvas and an abowve right Tha master

industral-looking bedroom fealuves 2 ssal
ang the windows (o fars

advantage of the forest

wigws, The archilect s inferas!

o Impiium”, wihich /s

there to drav not just ight i lacating bulidings in he

busl rairy and ever perfect spot s & bgacy-of

the heart of ha ouse, Eranik Liowd Wright, vet the
af SO F Al e P
el JLRAN DECNTIRIN, CarliieYer s
and compicated plan cwe

More (o geconsinchon, a8

sl usually sean i fhe ol

right The house /s almoast
frustratingly hard (o read,
appEanng as a semss of
white boxes; but the overall
atfeciive was fa give the
chovl a5 many views ol 8s
possibla while also atfowing
her fo see aorass info other

fooms fa cownler any featng

e o el

&



