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State agency
drunk on its
OWN power

on've got to-hand it to

the Texas Alcoholic

Beverage Commis-
alom, a state agency that has
an amazing grasp of the obvi-
ols.

Owver six months, TABC
agents msued 2.28) criminal
citations to people in Texas
bars, many of them cited be-
canse they were drunk.

lsn't busting people for be
ing drunk ot & bar ke shoot.
ini a bpss ina bathiub? 1
menn, where ey are you go-
ing to find drunks? At a Unj-
virsity of Texas lootball
gnme?

But hats off to this TABC
for being clever enough to re-
alize that if you're looking
lor drunks, s bar whers aleo-
hol 15 served is a graat place
to slar.

| think it's time we re-
wrote the old Texas todrism
motto to say; " Texas: It's
Like a Whinle "Nother Coun-
try — Suudi Arabla.”

You're not supposed o
nrink i Saudi Arabin, and,
nfter hearing what the TABC
15 dobne with 1= undercover
agents in Texas bhory, it's be-
ciume protty obvious yvou're
not supposed 1o drink In Tex-
s, sither.

8o ifyou're a tourist fom
unothér state trying to settle
) & destination, and vou
drink, you might wanl to
think ahaut spending your
vacation money somewhoere
olse. Try someplace nice
where they won't mess with

you, 1ike maybe New Mexico,

One purpose of the sting is
to keep paople from present:
ing a danger to themselves.
Al least ono bar largeted wad
a hofal bag o lrving, Moy e
this wis dome to cut down on
tho number of hote! guests
fnlling out of bed.

Going to a bar to arrest
drunks: That would be like
poing out to the golfl course
nnd busting people for put-
ting

Or, better still; it would ba
[Tk goldng to & Girl Scout
maeting und busting the
girls for making 8'mores.

‘Courss, now wir're gatting
into legitimate arresis.

“Maybie they should get
somebody to go into the
Golden Corral and arrest all
the lnrdasses,” said my
friend Scott Wilson, who has
heen knuwn totip a fow on
special peenstons, Hke Satur:
dmy.

| cam hear it now from tha
food ¢op who raids the Goll-
on Corrnl: "Sir, stop away
from the gravy and put your
fork down where | can see
"

I'mever have understood
why Texas needs an alcohol-
le beverage commission in
the first place. Just about ev-
ory town — except for Bar-
ll#tt— has its own police
force, every colnty has a
sheriff's department, and we
hitve & state agency of cops
known as the Department of
Public Safety. Don't vou sup-
posi there are enough offic-
ery to gnforce booze liws
without having & special de-
partment?

And, if all these TABC peo-
e have o do is hang out in
biars dnd go after drianks, |
think that proves my point. 1
think the whole bunch
shoulld be given useful jobs
mowing the Capitol lawn or
something. Certainly we can
And some worthwhile work
for these Tolks to do.

You know what message
this sting sends out to drink-
ors? The message is this: In-
stend of drinking with your
friends in a bar and Hstening
o country music and carry-
ing on on Interesting convaor-
sation, you should be drink-
frig at home alone,

Isn't that the sort of thing
that leads to a SWAT team
ottt fromt with a bullhorn®

John Kelsa's column appoears an
Sundays, Tuesdays and Fridays.
Cantact him at £45-3606 of
{eelso@statésman.com.
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Savannah McElroy was going to show her heifer Special on Saturday, but nature in-
tervened. Above, she and dad Clint work with another member of the family herd.

By Marty Toohey

MVERITHCAN HTA TSNS AN

Ad the auctionesr's calls for catile bids
echoed through the building, a jet-black
newhorn calf fell awhwardly after strug:
gling to 13 knees,

His mother, o Z-year-old heifer named
Spocial, gently nudged him, and he once
again began strugeling to rise,

This was not the plan. Speeinl was to be
displayed Saturday tojudges at the Starof
Texas Fiir and Rodeo's Uvestock com-
petition. She was scheduled Lo give birth
n weel later.

Watore imterrupted. And on Saturday
morning, the last day of the rodeo,

Section B

A new life begins
on rodeos last day

Special delivery wraps up two weeks of rides and shows

On statesman.com/multimedia:
Take in the sights and sounds from the
Star of Texas Fair and Rodeo's carnival,

Specinl’s owner, 1&-year-ald Savannah
MeElroy of New Braunfels, noticed the
Jet-black heifer going Into labor, About 2
p.n. the family s herd of seven cattle grow
by oni.

The mdeo opened March 10 with
aneak-peak carnival rides.

Over the next two weeks, it hroughi
pony rides, a petting zoo, puppet shows,
professional bull riding, sheep-dog trials

See RODED, B

A first look at Austin's
future U.S. courthouse

!

A L i
5 .,H'..H

I

T

- -
ll; : I |
e

40 EFYRRT Y e »

1R URNIIEAL SR M AL AN A TN

WS
i

Jay Jamner S00e WIS TATESIAY
The shell of what would have been
Intel Corp.'s chip design center, a
downtown eyesore for years, will
soon be razed.

he U.§. General Services Administration will unveil the design for the new U.S. courthouse in downtown
Aunstinata public meeting Monday at the University of Texas School of Architecture. D&Blmw&hrﬂank
Scogin Merrill Elam Architects of Atlanta, the courthouse will be located on the block west of Republie
Squard Park, bounded by Fourth, Fifth, Nuecesand San Antonio streets, wherethe incomplete Intel Corp. building
now stands. The seven-story, 211,690-square-foot courthouse is expected to cost £63 million. It will have eight
courtrooms as well as associated [acilities for the U.S. Marshals Service, U.S. attorney, General Services Ad-
ministration and district clerk, and the federal offices for probation and pretrial services. Check statesman.com
Monday afternoon for more information,

Inangural ‘ball’ celei;'ates Karth-friendly living

Folks at fair find music, eco-wares
and lessons about being green

By Suzannah Gonzales

AMIOEN AT ATESMAN STA

I's not about being crunchy anymore. And it's
nat about the high-end or luxury, either.

A “sustninable” lifestyle is about being socially
aware and living in & way that doesn't worsen
global warming or deplete resourves; sald Chris

Bearles of Good Common Sense Not.

Searles was one of about 60 vendors all
businesses or nonprofit organizations that en-
colrage a more sustainable future — who sot up
shop Saturday as part of the first Sustainable
Shopper's Ball, afair promoting green living, next
to the Sunset Valley Farmers Market ot Burger

Contér in Southwest Austin,

“We're growing faster than the environment
cansustninus,” Searles sald. “The more we realize
thatwehavenoother cholee than tolivein balance
with the environment, the longer we'll be here and

See GREEN, BG
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Children add 1o a mural Saturday at the inaugural Sustalnable Shapper's Ball, held
at Burger Center in Southwest Austin, The paint? Eco-friendly, of course.
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Capitol 10K
runner has
marathon

endurance

67-vear-old has run
race 27 times through
tumor, cancer surgery

By Andrea Ball

ARIEEM AN ATESMAK ST AN

Nothing keéps Margie Perry
from the Statesmon Capitol
103, (hK)

Nat a lnain tiumor. Not hrenst
eanceér, Nol a o mastectomy or
multiple foot surgeries.

And comeApril 2, barely four
months  aftel  reconstructive
breast surgery, the 67.year-old
Hosenberg resident will run in
her 28th sansscutive Cap 10K,

“1t"s o psychological boost fir
me," Parry sajd. "1t keeps me an
track. Just doing 1t one time n
yvear means 1 have to Keep
Boing.”

Thea 29th annual Cap 10K, &
6. 2-milerun, is the largsd) 10K in
Texss. Last year'srnce attracied
more than 13,000 participants,
some perious, some silly, some
Nat-oul poufy

There are the -competitive
runners, the ones who complete
the course in 30 minutes or so,
Then there are the folks in bt
sl or superhero costumes.
And let's not forget the guy whao
runs the whole race backward
eVOTY Year.

Come slesl or scorching heat
{and yas, there have been both),

See RUN, B3
On statesman.com: want to
participate in the 29th annual

Statesman Capitol 10,0002 Go to
statesman.com/caplik.

Schools aim
to curb furor
with policy
on closings

By Raven L. Hill

AT AN-ST A TESMAN ¥TAF]

Shifting growth patterns have
been the bane of Austin's urban
campuses for decades, leaving
thaschool district tomake tough
chojces about which ones to
closs or reformat beciuss of
falling enrollment.

Naw, hoping to avolid tho tur-
moil that has accompanied the
most recent round of proposed
closlngs, the district plens to
dovelop a policy to guide future
decisions. Talks will begln later
this year, but trustees could vote
on closing twa' elementary
school campuses — Becker nnd
Oak Springs — on Monday

“As the district continues io
grow and the housing patterns
in the Austin commiunity con-
tinue to change, it behooves the
district to have a very defined
and @ very public process.”
spokesman Andy Weleh sidd,
“a0 that evoryone knows what
the terms of the engagement
are.”

Quistions about a campuis
efficiency begin to arise when

Sec CLOSINGS, B3




