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A fundamental and magical characteristic of the
traditional Chinese garden is the linear sequence
of spaces and their connectivity and modulation.
The path of travel and the spaces described by
and accessible from the path of travel, both
physically and visually, are masterful achieve-
ments in space making. The visual and spatial
qualities of the gardens are as valid and satisfy-
ing for the casual visitor today as they must
have been for the families who originally occu-
pied them.

The wvilla at Site E33 is a study in sequence.
How may contemporary activities and needs
resonate with a sequential richness afforded by
the traditional garden? How, in a limited area,
can the aspects of compressive and expansive
space and the intricacies of layers, ambiguities,
and vagueness be employed to make a place
apart, away from the cares of Shanghai?

The arrival sequence begins not at the front
door of Villa E33 but at the south gate of the
landscaped mountain on Shen Zhuan Road. Un-
expectedly, the final destination at Villa E33 1s
an island foregrounding the landscaped moun-
tain that was the starting point of the arrival se-
quence. Also unexpectedly. the final destination
of the villa has no sense of ending but is a new
starting point where the villa looks back on it-
self, renewing the journey. Along the route. on
the interior of the villa, spaces let onto each
other, one to the next, with the path demanding
changing points of view and discoveries.
Though the path is north/south, the east/west
views lend a sense of depth to the villa and
moderate the rhythm of the sequence.

The villa is concerned with its internal world.
Walled on three boundaries and conjoined with
the landscaped mountain to the south. the villa
offers only selected views to the outside world.
From the master bedroom suite and the north-
ernmost bedroom, Sheshan Mountain is visible.
All other views are within the site—views into
courtyards and views from courtyards and ter-
races back into the villa. The villa takes full ad-
vantage of the waterway which runs through the
site. The waterway affords the opportunity to
separate the more private and formal north por-
tion of the villa from the more informal and
communal south portion. The pool and poolside
pathway and the narrow inclined plane at the
terrace level are contemporary reinterpretations
of the bridges of Chinese gardens.




'MACK SCOGIN
MERRILL ELAM

ZHONGKAI SHESHAN VILLAS
SITE E26

Shanghai, China

Design: 2005

Construction; 200607




Unique in the Sheshan Villa Masterplan, site
E26 is a peninsula with water on three sides—a
promontory jutting into the waterway. It is visu-
ally accessible 360 degrees from the surround-
ing villas. The design response to this condition
proposes a undifferentiated central space that is
shaped by a mutable perimeter fabric.

The central space can be read as a courtyard
whose use and occupancy are variable and are
supported by the perimeter fabric. The perime-
ter fabric is a mutable layer much like the oper-
able shutters or doors of the Chinese garden or
the thinly described surround of a center space
in a Chinese painting. As with a flower that
opens and closes to reveal or protect its inner
parts, the perimeter fabric offers opportunities
for spatial layering, for infrastructure, for poros-
ity, and for visually rich thickness and depth.

Anonymous to a great extent, the central
space addresses issues of the constantly chang-
ing landscape of contemporary life. Like the
clearly formed but layered halls of the Chinese
gardens, the center space expands or subdivides
to accommodate much or little, the extended
family gathering or the singular occupancy of
one person on a quiet afternoon.

At the same time that the center area of the
villa 1s protected and private, it is also open and
filled with bright, dappled, or muted sunlight.
Like the flexibility afforded by the movable and

transformable walls and surfaces and volumes,
the roof plane also offers variation and adjusta-
bility. Conceived as a transparent plane. it regis-
ters the natural fluctuations of light and dark.
sunlight, and cloud patterns. Operable layers of
louvers and screens provide the mechanisms to
control the quality and degree of transparency.
The landscape of this villa, like that of the
Chinese garden, explores the boundaries of ex-
terior and interior space and the relationships
set up by those boundaries. A contemporary in-
terpretation of this exploration has yielded a
transparent roof at the center of the site where a
traditional exterior courtyard might have been
placed. Trussed clusters of exotic bamboo
march across the site occupying positions both
exterior and interior to the villa. The transparent
roof, the permeable perimeter fabric, and the
bamboo clusters work in concert to question the
extent of boundary and to expand and enrich the
experience of this relatively small villa.
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Architects: Mack Scogin Merrill Elam Architects
Merrill Elam with Mack Scogin, principals-in-
charge: Stephen Trimble, Jennifer Hurst,

Anja Turowski-Lowman, Matthew Leach,

Trey Lindsay, Claudia Montesinos, John Trefry,
Kimberly Shoemake-Medlock. Brian Bell,
Jeftrey Collins, Barnum Tiller,

Margaret Fletcher, Ted Paxton, Stuart Lord,
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Reed Simonds, project team

Clients: Shanghai Zhonkai Group Co., Ltd.
Consultants: Palmer Engineering, structural
Program: five villas® (E11, 856 m*; E18, 1,118 m’;
E26, 1.06]1 m*; E33, 1,023 m*; W28, 962 m?)

‘In this issue, E26 and E33 are featured
Estimated construction budget: USS30 million
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