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Turner Village, Emory Univ.

Atbanta, Georgia 1989
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Project title: Turner Village at the Candler School of Theology,
Emory University

Site: Atlanta, Georgia, USA

Date of completion: November, 1989

Client: Emory University

Program: Renovation of student housing., a new community center
and chapel forming a residential village for theology students.
Coneept: Turner Village, at the northern edge of the expanding
Emory University campus, will be a discrete campound of housing,
community center. and chapel for theology students, visiting
lecturers, and transient missionarics. Dialogue and interaction among
the various village occupants is the desired objective of the School of
Theology.

The architeetural program includes renovation of thirteen studem
apartment buildings, construction of a new community center of
14000 fi* and a small chapel. '

Although small in plan and located at a low point a1 the rear of the
site, the chapel is the architectural and spiritual focus of the
complex. Emerging above the community center roof, the chapels
upper part is visible, appearing and reappearing at key points as one
TIOvEes rr{ull tlll' slreel lhmllgl] thl_' Sil(‘.

The community center and the chapel, though separate entities,
work together o form a whole, The route 1o the chapel is via a all,
narrow, light-hilled cloister wedged between the living room and
library clements of the community center,

The remainder of the route is downward and spiraling along an
exterior ramp,

Entering the chapel from the rear, one’s Tocus is directed upward
to the vertical volume of the chapel and the cross and eventually
back to the intimate space inseribed by the ﬂu'lu_—'ing walls and '
seating.

|,.'|rglr doors swing open toward the cOmmunity center, allm&ing the
chapel o become the pulpit for outdoor serviees with the
vongregation gathered on the ground. the deck and the ramp.

The living room. the largest space of the community center, is
intended 1o be the literal living room for the School of Theology. iz
focus is both internal to itsell and its funetions, and at the same
time, outward to the chapel. The community center also contains a
Iurgﬂ and small conlerence room, a catering kitchen, a small
administration area, and a basement Tor Tuture use.

Renovation of the student housing s largely consmetie, with
emphasis on creating a new architectural image Tor the community.
Cost: 55 million

Building area: 75,000 [i? of renovation:

L0000 [F new construction

Architeets: Scogin Elam and Brayv Architeets, Ine;

Mack Scogin with Merrill Elam and Llovd Bray

with Jefl Avwood, Susan Desko, John Laver, Leslee Hare,

Frank Venning, Criss Mills, Carlos Tardio, Denise Dumais,

Monica Solana, Roy Farley, Jane Seville, Christine Gorby,

Sean Melendon

Collaborators: Siructural engineer: Browder+ LoGuizamon &
Associates, Ine

Mechanical and electrical engineer: Jones, Nall & Davis, Ine.
Lighting consultant: Ramon Luminance Dpsigu;

Specifications: Willlamson & Associates;

Civil engineers: Travis Pruine & Associates;

Costing consultant: Costing Serviees Group;

Landseape architeet: Doug Allen, ASLA;

Model photography: Lloyd Brav;

Ceeneral contractor: Hargl'-‘ﬁngrrwn Ine-.
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Platars by Temaifiv Hursfoy.
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