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The Value of Good Design

By W, Ennis Parker, Al4 = 2008 AIA Georgia President

eeetitly, something good has been happen-
sg i Georgia. Good design has won a few
formchange. The Buckhead Library in Ar-
lwmr by Mack Scogin Mernll Elam (Scogin
Bl & Bray) seems for the moment to be
z g safe, saved by an outcry that was clearly led
—= %,
'Jf..—-_- : E__,_ by:the architectural community. This is
alli#he morem arkable when you consider thar the building was
highly controversial when it was built. ..excoriared by Buckhead lead-
efs likcweArdance mayor Sam Massell, who didn't appreciate the
buildifigs avant=garde design. The building remains controversial in
the minds ﬂanﬂ.l'l:}‘ Eﬂ;;mhc it doesn't conform o convenrional ideas
ot acsthigrcs, andzrchitéors tend o appreciate it more than some
othefE WNeverthelesff®08iin the face of the controversy, many lay Ar-
lanrams gor behindthe tonservation effort and convineed public of-
ficialnf the value afthe building.

The Crum andEBbrster Building in Atlant, a wonderful neo-
classical (1926) exprasion by Atlanea architects Ivey & Crook, sched-
uled for demolition by its new owner, Georgia Tech, now seems sure
to be the object of an ,Lg|.|p:1w reuse rather than demolition. This
building might be considered easier 1o love than the Buckhead Li-
brary, at least by some, but it was not many years ago that the wreck-
ing ball would have fallen on such a i'«ll.i]ditl;_‘_ withour the
architectural community having the slightest influence,

Through most of the latter half of the last century, efforts o re
tain our architectural heritage were almost always doomed by the
developers and civic leaders who saw no value to protecting the his

taric and architecrural fabric of our cities. Savannah might be the
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best-known exception, and there, it took extraordinary civic lead-

ership to stave off what might have been a devastating loss of grear
historical buildings.

So, what does this all have to do with our own design awards
programs? ['m not sure, bue it seems to me that current preservation
efforts are resulting from an increasing general concern with and de-
mand for excellence in design. We architecrs have had a lot o do
with that by helping to inform our friends, clients, and the public in
general about the value of good design. Our design awards programs
are part of that process. We evaluate design and celebrace quality,
and then we publicize it, talk about it, focus on it, Design awards arc
one weapon in our arsenal. They allow us to focus artention an de-
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sien and o share our passion with others. This can only be :_Urlld for

architecrure and for the communities we inhabir, -



